
IRISH MASONIC JEWELS 

THE TRINITY TRIPOS, JONATHAN SWIFT AND 

SPECULATIVE FREEMASONRY PRIOR TO 1 725. 

The importance of the Trinity Tripos MS. 
(Manuscript) 1688 cannot be understated as this 

DOCUMENT, WITHOUT DOUBT, ESTABLISHES THAT 

Speculative Freemasonry was well known in 
Ireland in 1 688 some thirty-seven years before the 

FIRST RECORDED MEETING OF THE M.W. THE GRAND 
Lodge of Ireland in 1 725. 

The Tripos was a satirical oration delivered by 
the Terr ae Filius (d, as he was called, and only two 

OF THESE SPEECHES HAVE SURVIVED, BOTH DATING FROM 
THE 1680’S WITH THAT OF 1688 RECEIVING SPECIAL 
ATTENTION (2). 

The Tripos was discovered and attributed to 
Jonathan Swift solely as a result of the book by 
Rev. John Barrett, Vice-Provost of Trinity 
College, Dublin ( 1 806 - 1821) entitled “An Essa y on 
the Earlier Part of the Life of Swift” published in 
1808. 
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The Tripos was reproduced in its entirety by Rev. 
John Barrett in his book and through his analysis 

OF THE MS. HE CAME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT THE 

Tripos of 1 688 had been penned by Jonathan Swift. 
This conclusion was one of the goals of Rev 
Barrett’s book, not to establish that Freemasonry 

WAS A PART OF IRISH SOCIETY DURING THE LATTER PART 
OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. ACCORDINGLY THE 

Tripos appeared in many publications of the works 
of Jonathan Swift, for example, by Sir Walter 
Scott in 181 4 and 1 824 amongst others. 

I HAVE REPRODUCED A PDF COPY OF THE COMPLETE 

The Trinity Tripos of 1 688 from the 1 824 edition of 
Sir Walter Scott’s “The Works of Jonathan Swift ; 
D . D ., Volume VI" on the irishmasonicjewels.ie 

WEBSITE ON THE “GRAND LODGE — A HISTORY” WEB 
PAGE FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES. YOU WILL NOTE THAT 
THE MAJORITY OF THE FOOTNOTES ARE FROM REV. 
BARRETT’S BOOK AND THEIR PURPOSE IS TO IDENTIFY THE 
INDIVIDUALS REFERRED TO IN THE TRIPOS WITH A VIEW TO 
ATTRIBUTING THE SPEECH TO SWIFT, THE SAID 
INDIVIDUALS BEING HIS CONTEMPORARIES. 

1 HAVE REPRODUCED THE TRIPOS IN ITS ENTIRETY TO 
SHOW THAT THE MENTION OF FREEMASONRY IS ALMOST 
INCIDENTAL TO A DOCUMENT THAT RUNS TO 35 PAGES. 
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AS STATED THE SPEECH OF THE TERRAE FlLIUS 
OCCUPIES IN THE ORIGINAL MS., 35 CLOSELY WRITTEN 
QUARTO PAGES, AND IS DIVIDED INTO THREE ACTS OR 
SECTIONS, OF WHICH THE CLOSE OF THE SECOND AND THE 
EPILOGUE OF THE THIRD ACT ALONE CONCERN US (AS 

Freemasons). I have reproduced in the Appendix to 

THIS PAPER EXTRACTS OF THE SECTIONS OF THE SPEECH 
RELEVANT TO FREEMASONRY. 

In Trinity College, Dublin the Tripos was 

DELIVERED AT THE CEREMONY OF GRADUATION THAT WAS 
CALLED THE “INITIA” OR “COMMENCEMENTS” ( 3 ). 

The Terrae Filius who delivered the Trinity 
Tripos of 1 688 on The 11th July of that year, was 
John Jones, a student of the senior year. 

The Terrae Filius , who from long custom was 

SUPPOSED TO HAVE THE PRIVILEGE, AT PUBLIC ACTS OF 
THE UNIVERSITY, TO THROW FORTH HIS SATIRE, WITH 
IMPUNITY, UPON THE FELLOWS AND HEADS OF THE 
COLLEGE, AS WELL AS AMONG THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE 

( 4 ). 

The Fellows of Trinity College, Dublin, who 

WERE PRESENT AT THE COMMENCEMENTS CEREMONY IN 
1688 WERE SUFFICIENTLY SHOCKED BY THE CONTENT 
AND TONE OF THE TRIPOS WHICH WAS A MIXTURE OF 
RIBALD SPEECH AND BAWDY DRAMATISATIONS RIDICULING 
STAFF AND STUDENTS TO DEMAND THAT THE MAN 
LARGELY RESPONSIBLE FOR IT, THE SAID TERRAE FlLIUS, 
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John Jones, be expelled from the college (5). The 

SENTENCE WAS AFTERWARDS MITIGATED INTO A 
TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF HIS DEGREE AND 
ACADEMICAL RIGHTS (6). 

AS STATED ABOVE THE TRIPOS WAS ATTRIBUTED TO 

Jonathan Swift as a result of the work of Rev. 
John Barrett, however The consensus 

SUBSEQUENTLY IS THAT JONATHAN SWIFT WAS NOT 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE TRINITY TRIPOS AND WE FIND SIR 

Walter Scott Stating in his 1 86 1 publication: - 
“ It is probable that.... the tripos may have been 

HEIGHTENED BY THE SATIRICAL STROKES OF SWIFT.... 1 
CANNOT THINK IT LIKELY THAT HE WAS THE PRINCIPAL 
AUTHOR OF THE WORK FOR WHICH JONES SUSTAINED THE 
SENTENCE OF EXPULSION, SINCE WITH ALL HIS 
GROSSNESS, IT EXHIBITS LITTLE OF HIS HUMOUR (7> ” . 

Accordingly it did not appear in later editions of 

THE COMPILATIONS OF SWIFT’S WORKS BY SIR WALTER 

Scott. 

Despite Sir Walter Scott’s opinion at that time 

THAT THE AUTHORSHIP OF THE TRIPOS COULD NOT BE 
ATTRIBUTED TO SWIFT THE QUESTION CONTINUES TO BE 
MENTIONED IN ACADEMIC PAPERS REGARDING SWIFT. WE 
FIND IN A 2004 PAPER BY ANDREW CARPENTER (UCD) 
CONCLUDING THAT SWIFT HEARD JOHN JONES DELIVER 
THE BURLESQUE, PARODIC TRIPOS SPEECH AND THAT THE 
1 688 TEXT WAS CLEARLY THE WORK OF A COTERIE AND 
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WAS WRITTEN BY VARIOUS MEMBERS OF THE SENIOR 

Class of which Swift was a member (8). 

The academic debate as to whether or not this 

1688 MS. COULD BE ATTRIBUTED TO JONATHAN SWIFT 
HAS RESULTED IN EVIDENCE OF SPECULATIVE 

Freemasonry being brought to the fore. Without 

THE ATTENTION THE MS. HAS RECEIVED AS A RESULT OF 
THIS SPECULATION THE MS. MAY HAVE BEEN LARGELY 
IGNORED AS A CURIOSITY BEING NO MORE THAN A MS. OF 
A SEVENTEENTH CENTURY STUDENT “FOOTLIGHTS” 
PERFORMANCE. 

As to the Masonic content of the MS. Richard 
Caron and Antoine Faivre suggest when writing 
about Swift’s involvement with the Tripos: - 

“Swifts initial access to Scottish style 
Freemasonry dates back to 1688, when he 

ALLEGEDLY PARTICIPATED IN A LODGE AT TRINITY 

College, Dublin (25). Working with a “club” of 

FELLOW STUDENTS, SWIFT CONTRIBUTED TO A SATIRIC 

Tripos, which utilized inside knowledge to lampoon 
the Freemasons. In their high-spirited burlesque, 
Swift and his co-authors described the multi-class 

MEMBERSHIP OF TRINITY LODGE, THE LINKS OF CERTAIN 
RITUALS WITH CHIVALRIC MILITARY EQUIPMENT, THE 

Scottish associations of its numbers, and new 

METHODS OF INITIATING GENTLEMAN (OR SPECULATIVE) 
MASONS. ...(25) Philip Crossle “Freemasonry in Ireland circa 
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1725 — 31 , The Lodge of research Transactions 1924 ( 1931 ) 169 ” 

( 9 ). 

The relevant extracts of the Tripos also 

SHOW, THAT IN REGARD TO FREEMASONRY, THE TERRAE 

Filius, could count on his audience understanding 

ALLUSIONS TO THE PROMINENT CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 

Craft and that he was addressing a mixed 

ASSEMBLAGE OF UNIVERSITY MEN AND WELL-TO-DO 
CITIZENS, WHO HAD COME TOGETHER TO WITNESS THE 

chief University function of the year and his use of 
the [Masonic] theme proves that the freemasonry 

KNOWN TO HIM AND HIS AUDIENCE WAS CONSPICUOUS 
FOR ITS SECRECY AND FOR ITS BENEVOLENCE. WE CAN 
FAIRLY DEDUCE, TOO, THAT MEMBERSHIP OF THE CRAFT 
WAS NOT CONFINED TO OPERATIVES, OR TO ANY CLASS. 

Otherwise the catalogue of incongruous callings 

WOULD BE WITHOUT POINT (10). 

I WOULD ALSO SUGGEST THAT THE PHRASE 
“...FREEMASONIZED THE NEW WAY” IS THE MOST TELLING 
REMARK IN THE SPEECH AND INDICATIVE OF A CHANGE 

from Operative Freemasonry to Speculative 
Freemasonry during the latter part of the 

SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 

In conclusion, the following remarkable 

EXTRACT SET OUT IN THE APPENDIX FROM THE TRIPOS 
DEMONSTRATES THAT THE FRATERNITY OF FREEMASONS 
WAS WELL KNOWN IN DUBLIN IN 1 688 AND THE 
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IMPORTANCE OF SUCH PUBLIC NOTICE OF FREEMASONRY 
AT THAT TIME COULD NOT BE UNDERSTATED AS THE 
INSTANCES OF ANY MENTION OF OUR FRATERNITY IN 

Ireland before 1 700 is almost non-existent. 



(1) Lit. “Son of the Earth” ~ formerly, one appointed to write a 

SATIRICAL IlATIN] POEM AT THE PUBLIC ACTS IN THE UNIVERSITY. 

(2) “Hermathena” (Trinity College publication) (1981). 

(3) “Masonic Reprints and Historical Revelations...”, Henry Sadler & 
W. J. Chetwode Crawley ( 1 898). 

(4) “The Works of Jonathan Swift, D.D.,” Sir Walter Scott ( 1 824). 

(5) “Verse in English from Tudor and Stuart Ireland”, Andrew 
Carpenter (2004). 

(6) “The Miscellaneous Prose Works, Volume I”, Sir Walter Scott 
(1861). 

(7) “The Miscellaneous Prose Works, Volume I”, Sir Walter Scott 
(1861). 

(8) “A Tale if a Tub as an Irish Text”, A Paper by Andrew Carpenter 

DELIVERED AT THE DEANERY OF ST. PATRICK’S, DUBLIN (16 -17 OCTOBER 
2004). 

(9) “ESOTERISME, GNOSES & IMAGINAIRE SYMBOL1QUEI MELANGES OFFERTS A 

Antoine Faivre”, Richard Caron etc. (2001). 

(10) “Masonic reprints and Historical Revelations...”, Henry Sadler & 
W. J. Chetwode Crawley ( 1 898). 
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APPENDIX 


" \ TRIPOS OR SPEECH, 

DELIVERED AT A 

COMMENCEMENT in the UNIVERSITY 

OF 

DUBLIN, 

HELD THERE JULY II, l688, 

BY 

JOHN JONES, 

THEN A.B., AFTERWARDS D.D. 

Act [Section] I. 

[Nihil ad rrm.J 

Act [Section] II. 

• « * • • • t • • 0 

It was lately ordered that for the honour and dignity of 
the University there should be introduced a Society of 
Freemasons, consisting of gentlemen, mechanics, porters, 



The Tripes, 1688. 
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parsons, ragmen, hucksters^ divines, tinkers, knights, 
thaichers, coble rs, poets, justices, drawers, beggary 
aldermen . pav jours, sculls* freshmen, bachelors, scaven- 
gers, masters, sowgeiders, doctors, ditchers, pimps, 
lords, butchers, and tailors^ who shall bind themselves 
by an oath never to discover their mighty no-secret; 
and to relieve whatsoever strolling distressed brethren 
they meet with, after the example of the Fraternity of 
Freemasons in and about Trinity College, by whom 
a collection was lately made for, and the purse of 
charity well stuffed tor, a reduced Brother,, who received 
their charity as follows : 

"From Sawny Richardson } a bottle of ale and two 
rolls. 

'* From Mr. Hassctt, a pair of old shoes. 

From a kind-hearted butcher at Lazy Hill s a calf s 
countenance* 

11 From the Right Honourable Lord Chari cutout, a 
cast hat. 

JC From long Lawrence, an inch of tobacco. 

** From Mr Ryder, a, groat. 

** From Dr. Gwitbers, an old glisteivpipe. 

4< From Mr. Marsh and Sir Tenison, a bundle of 
godly ballads, 

From Mr. Smith, an old pair of quilted stockings* 

41 From a tapster at the sign of the Hog in Armour, 
a comfit- 

<J From SEr Goodlet, a piece of an old Smiglesius for 
a natural use, cunningly procured by the means of Sir 
Goodlet. 

* e From Sir Warren, for being Freemason iaed the new 
way, five shillings. 

" From Mr Fd ward Hall, a pair of cast night gloves. 

,r Lastly, from Mr. Hancock, a slice of Cheshire 
cheese; which the hungry brother eat up with such, 
gusto, and liked so well, that he stole away the rest in 
his breeches. 

sr Tam libera potitus contributlone, iraler secure 
drellus sarcinulas suas dlscessurus colligit, et vuliu 
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xkll. Introductory Chapter. 

Uitinore aolitOr Q u adrar.guhim transit \ d unique pra 
mmio gaudio, porrectiore i need it f route, aitioresque 
tendit gressus f qu tenant inter homines obviatrt dedit illi, 
nisi frater fraterriinus Cooper; qui ut iideicm novit 
hominem, fesfcinatus accurrit, humanatcr comp it dextram, 
utque moris eat spississimo conspuit basic- - deinde 
Bibliothecam versus, comiter ambulant ut inter caetera 
admirabilia Ridlaeutn viskent: quem dum hospes curiums 
lynceis ocuEis perscnitatur h et dLiijgentius rimatur, 
quantum homunciunis judcces, carntfex, et medici, 
rebquerunt. pooh dolor, inter partes, an nobiliores an 
poster! ores nescio, privatum FratermtatEs notavit sEgnum 
(AngEie£, the Freemasons’ Mark).. Quo viso, Dii bcms, 
quanto clam ore tot am in fee it do mum. Ter et saepius 
putsavit pectus, exsangues diianiavit gen as, et ebeu 
lumlum dilaceratas dilaeeravit vestes, Tandem vero 
paulo modesEius insaniens, hujttsmodi versiculis ridl- 
culum cffudil doEerem, 

[Our Brother, the scoundrel,, having become master of so generous 
a collect \ on, gets his wallets together with a view of making off, 
and crosses Ihc Square with a mo rt chrtrful coainCenartc* than usual. 
And while, through hid eXCt&l of joy h he >4vdd(ti With bead erect and 
gtslk^ with prancing paces, of all me* ejune tn m&t him hut the 
meat brotherly of brothers, Cooper! As soon as he recognises this 
faithful fellow, be runs to him. with all speed, cordially grasps bis hiiis.il, 
and, as their wont is, beslobbers him. with a most glutinous kins. 
Thereaftei they walk towarda the Library H with the object at viewing 
Ridley among; the- other wonders uf the place. While the visitor is 
6*3 mining him with the prying eye* o£ a lynx., and is rnits^elt i ng, with 
pnriictlar cam, whatever the judges, the executioner, and. the surgeons 
have Left of the poor fellow's carcase,, alas 1 and alas ! he descried — 
whether on the nobler or the binder parts, 1 know not for certain — the 
Sig-uttm (in plain English, the Freemasons* Mark). As soon as be saw 
this, good Heavens ! with what a yeti he filled the building. Over and 
over again he thumped his breast, lacerated Lb pallid ehttfcf,, and 
tom tG T9 Lgs his garments, xlre&dj, alas! ioa ragged. Aftet » while, 
when his paroxysm bad crxded down a bit, he poured forth his ludicrous? 
grief h-. verses after this fashion.] 

"EULOGIUM RfDLAEANUM: 

41 an Elegy upon Ridlev. 

,{ Unhappy Brother, what, can be 
lt\ wretchedness compared to thee, 

Thou grid and shame of our Society ] 
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Eu ionium Ridlaeanitm. Jtldil- 

Had we in due lime understood 
That thou wert of the Brotherhood, 

By fraud or force thou bad'st got loose 
From shameful tree and dismal noose ; 

And now perhaps with life been blest 
As comely a brother as the best. 

Not thus exposed a monumental jest ; 

When lady longs for college beer, 

Or little dame or country squire 
Walk out an afternoon , tq look 
On thee, and devil-raising book ; 

Who kindly rather chose to die. 

Than blemish our Fraternity, 

The first of ns e'er hang'tl for modesty. 

And now, alack, and well-a-day, 

Thy parchment hide is stuff'd with hay : 

Nay, worse ; the jEsculapians, 

Thy mighty misery to enhance, 

Have cruelly cut thee out of countenance; 

Andj to show witty spitej at once 
Preserved thy skin and lost thy bones. 

Thus here, in wooden hatch you stand, 

With scornful rtnisket at your hard : 

The mice 1 and rats’ mock centinel, 

A poor ridiculous spectacle 
To gibing Joan, to Kate and Nan, 

Thou worse than skeleton of man, 

So does he measure out his grief, 

Fqr loss of Brother and of thief. 

Nor less concern'd does Cooper stand; 

But sobbing with his clout In hand. 

And destitute of consolation, 

Kept time with all his tribulation. 

Their grumbling woe runs thro ! and thro' 1 them ; 

If all were known, 't would quite undo them, 

The sighs which up and downward go, 

Their unfeigned sorrow show : 

For the devil's in't* if they pretend, 

Who vent their grief at either end. 
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Introductory Chapter. 


* % Hi»c mu tie re elaborate, non diutias ] aery mi* indul- 
gent, sed dolore police [polliee?] suppresso, taciti 
discedunt. Protinus tod gum eonvocant, fratresque ommes 
certiores faciunt quantum sibi iniamiae f et quantum 
miseriae infettcEssimc aecedi t f ratercuJ a j graviter luget 
frater cuius et Societas, et suspiriisex irnopectore petit is, 
Stalim prOvisum Cst in posterum, iieniinem qui emeem 
mer-ctur, vel qui suspendendus est, in Societatena Free* 
mason or uni admitli ; quo autboritate statuto et albo 
[libro] lodgi prolate, singula, tain generosi quam 
scouadrelli, solid Esaimis basiis promiscui dicunt vate- 
dicticrnpm, 

f Having carefully attended to this duty, they give way to tears no 
longcrj but, wiping their eyes oni their knuckles their grief Wing 

stifled with the thumb" 1 , make off in silence. They siimmon 
a Lodge forthwith, and inform all the brethren. -t>F the If-iad of 
disgrace ili store :Foe Ih^rYisrlveS, and of suffering f« their' most 
unhappy little brother. The Fraternity an4 the aforesaid Little brother 
take it greatly to heart, and, amid sighs heaved from the inmost 
breast, arrangements are made on the spot, that hereafter no one 
deserving of the CKtrcme penalty of the law, or sure to be hanged, shall 
be admitted into the Society uf Freemasons A.s simjji as this has Wen 
formally ruled, and the Register of the Lodge produced, ew'h til th*?m* 
gentleman And tCCHUndrel* Alike, bids EanSvrll to the Other with most 
sol id kisses indiscriminately bestowed-] 

End of Act [Section] IL 


Act [Section] 11 L 

[in the epilogue, the orator makes rueful reference to the tifeely 
maid Its of his" afternoon's work, trtumertitmg the various closes whose 
hostility he has erteiled.l 

u 1 have left myself no friend. „ . . 

tf I betake myself to the Library, Ridley's ghost will 
haunt me* for scandalising him with the name of Free^ 
mason. , The Freemasons will banish me 

their Lodge, and bar me the happiness of kissing Long 
Lawrence. 1 take my leave< 

“ Finis" 
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